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All miracles are due to the silent and effective working
of invisible force. Non-violence is the most invisible and the
most effective."
Cam. Masses Be Trained?
"I have no doubt in my mind about the superiority
of non-violence," said Prof. Mays. c"But the thing that
bothers me is about its exercise on a large scale, the diffi-
culty of so disciplining the mass mind on the point of love.
It is easier to discipline individuals. What should be the
strategy when they break out? Do we retreat or do we go
on?"
"I have had that experience/' said Gandhiji, "in the
course of our movement here. People do not gain the train-
ing by preaching. Non-violence cannot be preached. It has
to be practised. The practice of violence can be taught to
people by outward symbols. You shoot at boards, then at
targets, then at beasts. Then you are passed as an expert
in the art of destruction. The non-violent man has no out-
ward weapon and, therefore, not only his speech but his
action also seems ineffective. I may say all kinds of sweet
words to you without meaning them. On the other hand I
may have real love in me and yet my outward expression
may be forbidding. Then outwardly my action in both
cases may be the same and yet the effect may be different.
For the effect of our action is often more potent when it
is not patently known. Thus the unconscious effect you are
making on me I may never know. It is, nevertheless, infi-
nitely greater than the conscious effect. In violence there
is nothing invisible. Non-violence, on the other hand, is
three-fourths invisible, and so the effect is in the inverse
ratio to its invisibility. Non-violence, when it becomes active,
travels with extraordinary velocity, and then it becomes
a miracle. So the mass mind is affected first unconsciously,
then consciously. When it becomes consciously affected
there is demonstrable victory. In my own experience, when
people seemed to be weakening there was no conscious-
ness of defeat in me. Thus I was fuller of hope in the effi-
cacy of non-violence after the renunciation of civil disobe-
dience in 1922, and today I continue to be in the same

